Wombat_AustraliaStudents_2018.qxp_Layout 1 31/10/2017 09:51 Page 1

Wombat Education 2018

‘‘

It was a pleasure to be taken out
of my comfort zone and to explore ideas
in detail that may not have occurred
to me otherwise. The topics that were
explored I found to be both relevant
and interesting. I much enjoyed the
day and would definitely urge others
to attend.”

‘‘

Peter Vardy is a fantastic lecturer who
made us realise what it will mean to truly
participate in today’s society. I would highly
recommend going to one of Dr Vardy’s
conferences, especially if you want to expand
your worldview. He’s confronting, smart and
funny. I’m glad I went.”

What is
TRUTH?

‘‘

Peter Vardy is fantastic. You can no
longer simply say our purpose in life is to be
happy. My mind has just been blown apart!”

Dr Peter Vardy was Vice Principal of Heythrop College,
University of London (1999-2011). One of the founders of
DAN and the originator of the “five strands” approach to
Religion and Values Education, he is internationally
recognised as a leader in the fields of Religious Studies,
Philosophy and Ethics and Values Education.
Familiar from ABC radio and articles in Australian media,
Peter has been a keynote lecturer for organisations as
diverse as AHISA, the IBO, The Principals of Australian
Independent schools, the Lutheran Teachers’ Conference
and the Catholic Diocese of Tasmania.
Peter is a prolific academic author – with bestselling books
such as “The Puzzle of God” and “What is Truth?” to his name.
He is also an acclaimed lecturer; for nearly three decades
Australian schools and colleges have looked to Peter to
provide outstanding learning experiences, resources and
PD events, both to support their work in Ethics, Philosophy
and Religion and more broadly.

To Book…
Student places for this conference cost $30 with a
free place for teachers accompanying 12 students.
Registration will take place at 9.30am for a 10am start
and will conclude at 2.30pm.
Morning tea and a light lunch will be provided for
teachers but students must bring their own lunch
and refreshments.
Discounts available for 100+ students.

— STUDENT CONFERENCE —
15th May St. Peters Lutheran College, Brisbane
18th May St. Augustine’s College, Cairns
21st May St. Patrick’s College, Launceston
22nd May Guilford Young College, Hobart
24th May Our Lady of Mercy College, Heidelberg, Vic.

Bookings must be made through Wendy Rowe
by email mail@wombateducation.com
or via the website www.wombateducation.com
Cancellations will be accepted up to two weeks before
the conference.
Telephone: 02 6227 4191
14 Wellington St. Binalong NSW 2584
ABN 31 699 068 585

Brisbane, Cairns, Launceston, Hobart, Melbourne

www.wombateducation.com
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Programme:
What is Truth?

‘‘

A student reports on the Melbourne event, 2017
On Wednesday 10 May, a group of Year 11 boys were taken
to Xavier College in Kew to what would be the most mindblowing experience – a lecture in Ethics presented by one of
the smartest philosophers I have ever had the pleasure of
meeting and listening to first-hand as he lectured on religion,
science, life, and the universe. He managed to, in one day,
change my entire perception of the world we are currently
living in. This man is Dr Peter Vardy.
Before the lecture, I had led myself to believe that the lecture
was going to be a religious preaching session, however, to my
surprise it was a session looking at life, why are we here, how
are we here, are we currently in a multiverse, and is there such
thing as God. These questions were raised and debated over
the course of the day. I cannot begin to relay Dr Vardy's wealth
of knowledge shared with us Parade boys, but I can tell you,
there was nothing more eye-opening than this lecture.
If this opportunity ever presents itself to you, take it, because
you will receive more than you could imagine. You will learn
that mathematically, everything in the world is connected.
For instance, the Fibonacci spiral which is found in flowers,
tornados, and cosmic events. You will learn the way we are
‘programmed’ as a species and our purpose in life, as scientific
research has found. You will learn that in twenty to forty years
many jobs will be taken over by A.I. (Artificial Intelligence).
But the major thing you will learn is that you know nothing
of the world you see right in front of you”.

This one-day senior student conference with
Dr. Peter Vardy will explore the nature and
importance of Truth in what is often
called a Post-Truth world…
We live in interesting times… the news is full of international
tensions, economic instability and social change…
not to mention Donald Trump… but what is causing all of
this to happen, what forces are shaping the world that young
people will inherit?
This unique one-day event for senior and gifted students will
explore the issues that underpin current events, showing
how Philosophy is at the heart of everything and is very far
from being a subject only for academics in their ivory towers.
Pacey lectures – packed with up-to-date examples, images
and film-clips – will be interspersed with group discussions,
pairs activities, online quizzes and a lively debate.

Without doubt, this will be a day to remember!

‘‘

A student report on the Sydney event, 2017
The lecture that we attended on it served as a great opportunity
to understand the applications of morality within society…
Throughout the presentation, we discussed topics ranging
from the nature of the dichotomy between religion and
science, to our attempts to understand the endlessly
confusing universe, to the impact of artificial intelligence on
society, and in doing so were given the chance to form our
own opinions on the issues that humanity will face moving
into the future, an aspect of education that doesn’t feature
significantly in traditional pedagogy. Ultimately, I felt that the
presentation was an extremely interesting exploration of
ethics, science and society, and I have come away from it a
more capable student, not only in my ethics class, but also in
every other subject that I take”.

The first session will explore the nature and importance of truth.
Are there any absolutes or values independent of what people
think, or is everything relative to society or even to the individual?
Are there just facts or are there “alternative facts” as well? This
session will challenge assumptions and provide students with
the vocabulary and tools to discuss and debate the issues.

Can I know anything at all?
After break, Dr Vardy will introduce students to questions in
Epistemology. Different types of knowledge will be explained
and their limits considered. Can I KNOW that 2+2=4? What does
that knowledge depend on and will it always be the case?
Can I KNOW the universe started with the Big Bang or that
Tasmania is beautiful? Dr Vardy will conclude with a focus on the
problem of knowledge in Ethics; was Nietzsche right in denying
all absolutes and was Bentham right in calling human rights
“nonsense on stilts”… or might there be another way of
preserving right and wrong?
Students will be given an optional online task to complete
during the break.

Can I mean what I say?
After break, Dr Vardy will introduce students to the Philosophy
of Language. What is the relationship between words and their
meaning? Are words like labels or signs as Plato and Aristotle
thought, or is the meaning of words much more fluid and
dependent on usage as Wittgenstein argued? Can meaning
change over time? Is meaning decided by the person speaking
or writing – or by the person listening or reading?
The morning will end with a whole-group discussion on a related
question, giving students the opportunity to ask questions or
express and justify their own views in front of an audience.

Is there a God?
After lunch, we will move on to the Philosophy of Religion,
examining arguments for and against God. Classical and
modern arguments for God’s existence will be explained and
challenges to religious belief from evil and science opened up.
Is it reasonable to claim that God might have started the Big
Bang… or is that actually a facile cliché? Is there any scientific
basis for belief in Intelligent Design… or are there dark political
forces at work here? Might the whole business of looking for
scientific or logical proof of God be misdirected?
The day will conclude with a lively debate on this topic.
Students will be invited to contribute their own reasoned points
of view before a final vote is taken on the motion.

