Wombat Education 2018

BIBLE
MATTERS

Dr Peter Vardy was Vice Principal of Heythrop College,
University of London (1999-2011). One of the founders of
DAN and the originator of the “five strands” approach to
Religion and Values Education, he is internationally
recognised as a leader in the fields of Religious Studies,
Philosophy and Ethics and Values Education.
Familiar from ABC radio and articles in Australian media,
Peter has been a keynote lecturer for organisations as
diverse as AHISA, the IBO, The Principals of Australian
Independent schools, the Lutheran Teachers’ Conference
and the Catholic Diocese of Tasmania.
Peter is a prolific academic author – with bestselling books
such as “The Puzzle of God” and “What is Truth?” to his name.
He is also an acclaimed lecturer; for nearly three decades
Australian schools and colleges have looked to Peter to
provide outstanding learning experiences, resources and
PD events, both to support their work in Ethics, Philosophy
and Religion and more broadly.

14th May Marist College, Ashgrove, Qld
23rd May The Hutchins School, Hobart, Tas
25th May Loreto Mandeville Hall, Toorak, Vic

To Book…
Places at Bible Matters cost $190.
Discounts are available for three or more teachers
from one school who book at the same time.

This unique one-day PD event with Dr Peter Vardy
will explore rigorous, relevant approaches to teaching the Bible
in 21st Century Australia.

Morning tea and a light lunch will be provided.
Course materials and resources will be supplied after the event.
A free copy of the book ‘Bible Matters’ by Charlotte Vardy
and Peter Vardy will be given to each teacher.
Registration will take place at 9.30am for a 10am start
and will conclude at 3pm.
Cancellations accepted up to 2 weeks before the event.
Bookings through Wendy Rowe at
mail@wombateducation.com
or via the website www.wombateducation.com
Telephone: 02 6227 4191
ABN 31 699 068 585

Melbourne, Brisbane, Hobart

www.wombateducation.com

Does the Bible really matter in today’s multicultural,
scientifically informed and technologically enabled
world? Does Richard Dawkins have a point when he
says that the Bible is plain weird … a chaotically
cobbled-together anthology of disjointed documents,
composed, revised, translated, distorted and
'improved' by hundreds of anonymous authors,
editors and copyists"? Does studying the Bible
have any place in twenty-first century education,
faith or life?
This unique PD event will support those who are charged with
teaching about the Bible to understand more about the state of
contemporary Biblical Studies as well as providing them with new
classroom approaches which will help to make Biblical Studies
engaging as well as rigorous in the classroom.
Suitable for Chaplains and experienced teachers of Religion as
well as those who have recently qualified, this event promises to
extend and inspire attendees as well as to provide new ideas
and materials.
Everyone who attends will be given a free copy of Peter and
Charlotte Vardy’s Bible Matters (2016) worth at least $20.
This acclaimed introduction to Biblical Studies will prove to
be invaluable both as follow-up reading to this event and
as an addition to a departmental library later on.
“This book is an extraordinary achievement....
It takes the latest scholarship from archaeology,
Biblical studies and other disciplines and
presents it in an engaging and relevant way
to the non-specialist – but it is far more than
this... Biblical scholarship increasingly seems
to lead to the Bible being seen as irrelevant
in the modern world but this book shows
that this is far from the case.”
5* Amazon Review
In addition, digital resources including
PowerPoints and exclusive video clips –
some suitable for use as part of “flipped
learning” programmes – will be made
available to download after the event.

Through this unmissable PD event, Dr Peter Vardy will open up
approaches to tackling the Bible in 21st Century Australian classrooms.
Sessions will include:

What is the Bible?
This short introductory session will explore what the Bible really is,
why is still matters in the modern world and why it should still
feature on Australian school curricula. In the 1990s Dr. Peter Vardy
developed the “five strands” approach to Religion and Values
Education and was one of the founders of Dialogue Australasia
Network, set up to further this broad and balanced approach to
curriculum planning. Through this PD, Peter will argue that schools
should be increasing, not decreasing, their emphasis on teaching
texts in order to support students in resisting the twin threats of
facile relativism and apathy and of unthinking literalism.

Is the Bible true?
In this next session we will consider the biggest question of all: to
what extent and in what sense can the Bible be said to be “true”?
Pontius Pilate raised a central issue in John 18:38; this session will
begin by considering what truth might mean in this context and the
difficulty of answering the question in a post-truth, post-modern
and relativistic world.
This session will recognise the importance of the latest Biblical
scholarship as well as cross-disciplinary approaches which have
illuminated a great deal of the Biblical test and, whilst recognising
the challenges, will show its enduring relevance.

The God of Abraham and Isaac, not the God of the
Philosophers…
After break, the nature of God in the Bible will be explored as well as
the use of Bible passages to open up and respond to big questions
about the extent of God’s power, knowledge and goodness.
In particular, approaches to teaching about the Covenant, the
person of Jesus, Atonement and Salvation will be explored.

The Bible and Ethics
After a sandwich lunch consideration will be given to how the Bible
can be used as a guide to ethical decision making in the modern
world. Different approaches to Biblical Ethics will be explained
and the strengths and possible weaknesses of each outlined.
What does the Bible really suggest about capital punishment,
divorce, homosexuality, abortion let alone three-person IVF?

Teaching the Bible through Art and Movies
The final session of the day will consider the use of images and short
movie-extracts as a way of introducing or unpacking topics in
Biblical Studies. The conference will conclude with a plenary, giving
everybody the chance to share their own ideas, to ask and answer
questions as well as find and consolidate professional contacts.

